
Ellis Island 
Hospital 



Key Dates
• 1819:  Passenger lists 
required
• 1855: New York State Castle 
Garden founded
• 1875-1907: Federal law bars 
bar immigration by prostitutes, 
convicts, contract laborers, 
lunatics, idiots, persons likely 
to become a public charge or  
“suffering from a loathsome or 
dangerous contagious 
disease”
• 1882: Chinese Exclusion Act
• 1891: Immigration placed 
under  federal control
• 1892: Ellis Island Opens







1892-1897



Ellis Island Gets an Island



1902—Modern Hospital 
Opens



Island 3—Contagious Disease Hospital (1911)

Total Number of Beds: 750



Processing and Medical 
Inspection 







Patients



Yervent 
Tcholakian, 
Age 13



Ruben Blonstein, Age 15















1907-1910



World War I 
Minerva 

Wightman

“Jan. 2, 1918 Ellis Island #3
…Roll call…Miss Jorgensen 

presides, disappointed in her, 
not the least bit impressive. 

Miss Noyes Red Cross Nursing 
Service Chief came to talk, 

disappointed again, no force, too 
much suffering humanity + 

cheap sentiment, noble 
womanhood answering 
country’s call, etc. etc.”



World War I
Thomas W. Salmon, MD

( 1876- 1927)



World War I Debarkation Hospital 1



Quota Acts of 1921 and 1924—end of mass immigration



Daughters of the American Revolution 
https://www.dar.org/archives/nsdar-archives-ellis-island

World War II—Hospital, Coast Guard Training 
Center



“Excess federal 
property” 

The Wall Street 
Journal 
September 18, 1956 
p. 20

March 1, 1951
Hospital Closes



What was the highest initial bid the 
government got for Ellis Island?

1) $201,000

2) $599,000

3) $2,000,000

4) $3,399,000

5) $6,000,000
Photo courtesy Save Ellis Island, 
Inc.





Which of the following were suggestions for the future of Ellis Island?

1. a luxury housing development

2. an atomic research center

3. a nuclear power plant

4. a hotel and conference center (with a heliport)

5. a treatment facility for drug addicts

6. a nondenominational religious site

7. an oil storage depot



1965—Ellis Island incorporated into the Statue of 
Liberty National Monument



The Fight over the Future of the Hospital 
and Failed Preservation



StabilizationSave Ellis Island-
-1999



The unrestored buildings on Ellis Island’s south side hold “those 
quieter, more fragile moments of our national story, moments of fear, 
resilience, compassion and extraordinary hope. If we lose the 
hospital, we lose the most intimate chapter of Ellis Island’s history, 
and with it, a fuller understanding of who we are as a nation.” 
     --Janice Calella, Save Ellis Island
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